f 1189

T8 AND MIRUTES OF THE GERERAL FACULTY

URDERGRADUATE URIVERSITY REQUIREMENY TN ERGLISH

The University Council bag filed with the Secretary of the General
Faculty the proposal published below which was spproved Ly the University
Council on April 20, 1981. This proposal originated with the Department
of English and the College of Liheral Arts, but it wes modified to lts
present form by the Undversity Councll. The legiclation was elasgified
ng mejor and as such Is being submitted to members of the General Faculty
for epprovel sz General Feeulty legislalion,

Rotice La hereby given that these recommendations will be presented
to the Board of Regents for sdoptlon unless signed protests in writing,
with reasoma, have been received by the Secretary of the General Facully
Trom ten of the votling menbers of the General Fsculty within ten working
days of the date of this publicatlion, In which case the recommendstions
will be presented to the General Faculty in formal session for declsion.

If thiz legislation is not protested, it will be transmithed through
appropriate chennels for Regental spprovel.

‘PTOtEﬂts mugt be received in the Office of the General Faculty by
May 28, 1981, to be counted.

WPl ;

H. Paul Kelley, Secretiry
The Genersl Faculiy

Digtributed to members of the General Faoulty on May 1, 1981.
™
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PROPOSAL PY THE GENERAL FACULTY FOR AN
URDERGRADUATE URIVERSITY REQUIREMENT IN ENGLISH

The General Faculty recommends that all wndergraduste degree programs
at The Unlveraity of Texas at Austin involve a aequence of three English
courses: (1) Emglish 306, Rhetoric snd Composition, im the frestman FRAT )
{(2) English 316K, Masterworkas of Literature, im the sophomore year; (3)
English 346K, Writing in Different Disciplines, or an equivalent course
offered in any department and approved by the University Council upon rec-
ommendation of an ad hoc committee om the English requirement, im the junior
or senior year.

English 306, Fhetoric and Composition, is the composition course
currently reguired in all undergraduate programs in the University. No
hasic change 1s envisaged for this course, Tt will continue to emphasize
much expository and apalytical writing, paying attention to mechanics,
rhetorical strategies, and organization.

English 316K, Masterworks in Literature, is a new course involving
readings in ope of three alternative subject areas--Horld Masterworks,
English Masterworks, and American Masterworks. Although the emphasis in
this course is on literature, there will be significant smounts of writing
in the form of critical papers and esgay examinations.

Englieh 36K, Writing in Different Disciplines, is s new course which
will be offered in three toples: Writing in the Arte snd Humsnities, Wrilting
in the Soelsl and Bebavioral Belences, and Writing In the Batural Sclences.
The writing exercises will prepare sitvdents for bhe kinds of writing in
these varicus areas, end some of them will relate to resdings in the respec~-

Etttube—Lfeor

These reguirements do not apply to Flan II; snd Humsnities 306
remaing ag a subatitube for Emgliab 306 in ell regular programs, For forelgn
gtudents there will be English 3064, English 316KQ, and English 346KQ, similer
to the current alternatives, Finally, for the weskest students in the Univer-
slty we are proposing English 206 and English 106, courses to &ea&mgany_ﬁnglish
306 snd mandating two hours or one hour per week in the language laboretory.
These will be credit courses, bub the credit will not coumt towards gradustion.

This legisiation rupersedes the legislation of the General Faculty
(DM 10728<10729)  approved by the circularization process February 20,
L9753
RATIORALE ARD ANCILIARY SUGGESTIONS

Aationale for the Proposal

Considerable study by the Department of English has motiveted this
proposal,. The legislation of 1973 on the English requirement for Plan
I degree programs {degrees in Arts and Sciences) hed asked for a review
of the effectivensss of the program proposed at that time. The Depart-
ment of English has attempled to comply with the spirit of that recom-
mendation. Bebween 1974 and the present time there have been eppirical
regearch studies on many aspects of the curvent programs: nechanles
{2 studies), use of the library (2), use of the laboratory, use of
anthologized readings {2}, teaching of supportive evidence, teaching
of techniques of persuasion (2}, use of tubtors, use of free self-
expression, use of explorstory heuristics, use of the computer (3},
use of the part-to-whole (sentence-paragraph-theme) versus whole~involving-
part {thewme with funetional paregrsph and sentence and diction cone
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siderations), University faculty resction to progran effectiveness,
general effectiveness of the program (3), the relation of the program

‘ to the types of writing in different departments, the effectiveness

| of the use of graduste students as teachers in many sections of the

| program, and the problem of writing anxiety, Pive of these studies have
been doctoral dissertations by students in English Rducation, 2 have
been inllow-up studles of dissertations, 3 have been undertaken by the

Measurement and Evaluation Cenber, 2 have been in-house studies by the

Freshwan Englizh Policy Committee, the writing anxiety studiea have

been made by John Daly in the Department of Speech Communication, and

| one lerge study wes inlbially funded by the office of the Viee~President.

A good nmunber of the conclusions of these studies were used by the
| Department of English last year, when, at the request of Dean King of the
| College of Liberal Arts, an intensive study of the English requivement wag
undertaken, The Chairman of the Department appointed 6 study committees
| which worked independently and then under the umbrella of a large taosk
| force to examine the content, the sequencing, the admission requirements,
placement opticns, and the staffing problems of the program., After more
than a half year of intensive, often weekly meetings by these committees,
the Department met in plepary sessions and approved the present proposal
| by a 769 majority approvale--s singularly rare achievement for an Engllish
| department .

The Ugper Division Composition Course. The heart of the change in
the vroposal is the transfer of the gecond reguired composition course
from the second zemester of the freshman year to the junlor or sernder
year and to require that the subjects of the themes be relevant o the
particular discipline of the student.

Certainly the mogt compelling reason for the svggestion is the
desire of the UT fuculty and student body. In the Hereford-3ledd  report
of 1976, 8% of the 1358 feculty respondents (including Teaching Assist-
ants) favored such an upper division cowrse, and 83% of 2114 student
regpondents sald that students would be more mobivabted in such & course,
Vel TT% of the students slso favored a freshman composition course., Such
a response is & mandate for owr suggestions.

But there are several educational principles motlvating this change
in addition to this cherge. Two resesrch studles at Harvard seem to
have imitiated the concern over what has come to be called the deterdoration
of insctive writing skills. In reporting the zecond study to the fmeuity
st Harvard, Iresident Derek Bok pointed out that while graduating seniors
in liberal arts disclplineg wrote better than freshmen who had completed
a course 1n composition, on the contrary seniors in the physical sclences
wrote worse than thelr Creshman counterparis--largely becsuse of lack of
exercise of these shills in the intervening years. Indeed this report was
one of the major stimulants for the undergraduate core curriculum study
which Bok then asked Dean Rosnovsky to undertake,

A poodly number of large and small institutions heve attempted Lo
face this issue., large institutions like Michigan, Maryland, SUNY-
Courtlandt, Bradley, Brigham Young, California State College {both San
Bernardino snd Iong Beach), Carnegie-~Mellon, and small liberal srts
colleges iike Beaver Collepe in Philadelphia, Canisius Collece, Spelman
Colleze in Atlanta, etc., and others have adopted the junior level format,
nearly always coupled with the writing in a particular discipline, The
faculty involved in swh programs saloost universslly praise the grester
maburity of the themes, the bebter organization of the meterial, and the
more motlcesble motlivation of the students, Resesrch shtudles carried on
at some of these Iinstitutions, particulerly at Bradley and Mlchigan,
docunent the accuracy of these foculty reschtions. Our own experience
here at Texas with the courses in technical writing and sdvenced expository




prose agrees with these findings.

Consequently, ouwr proposal posits a writing experience in three of
the four years of the student’'s undergraduate career. The sophowore
year cowbines this writing experience with the literary experience,

And the Department of Fanglish, in conjunction with the Vick committee
on the core curriculum, believes strongly that one of the components
of a college education should be some exposure to the great mastere
pieces of the Western tradition of literature,

Changes for the Various Colleges. The present proposal does not
change the nupber of hours required for graduation in any of the degree
programs except that of the College of Fine Arts, A1l of the other
colleges or schools already require 9 or wore hours of English.

The major disturbance of this present proposal will be in the
sequencing. Thils issue was discussed in December in an informal meeting
with the subedeans of the various colleges and schools. Thiz problem
dogs ot seem insoluble.

There will be other loglsticel concerns which will have to be faced.
The English department will phase out certain courses presently offered,
will establish different prerequisites to wupper division courses, will
conbinually re-examine placement instruments, will work more thoroughly
than ever with the Registrar's Office to attempt to predict enrcllments,
and will also continue to examine the criteria for exemptions from different
courses. HNothing radically different from present procedures is envisaged
in these areas, however,

Anelllary Suppestions,

The Department of English and the College of Likeral Arts hopes that
the concern for literacy spreads to all departments of the Undversity.
We encourage all of the faculty and staff o take an interest in writing
and possivly o covperate with the Deraritment of English in its Weiting
berogs the Disciplines courses, And we encoursge members of departmenta
professionally interested in literaturs to cooperate with the Masterworks
COUrSe.

The College of Liberal Arts likewise hopes that the current interest
in lipiting enrollment and growth in order to focus on quelity is extended
to the issues of a literate student body. Shovld an instiiution of the
first class, so defined by the state congtitution, include in its enter-
ing freshman class about 600 gtudents who are in the lowest guarter of
811 college end junior college students in the BAT Verbel scoves? This
congtitutes sbout 104 of the class. It is this group that is the clienmtele
for the remedisl laboratory work entailed in the English 106 and English 206,

Our pilot experiment with the leboratory hapdling this lowest 10% of
the entering freshmen has been, by all reports from both feculty and stu-
dents this year, 8 remarkable success. As long as these students are on
campus, we intend to assist them. In any case, if the University ever suc-
ceeds in attrscting wore minority students than 1t presently has, such a
facility will be useful in a different dimension.

I madition to considering limiting enroliments, the Deparitment of
Bruglish would like the University 4o consider earliier emrollment deadlines.
large midwestern universities like Michigan, with wore numbers than we have,
close adnissions in cexrly spring. It is therefore essier to predict
¢lass sectdons and the murber of teachers needed for the fall courses.

We have talked to the Registrar's Office about this issue and hope thatb
aventually & deadline of May 1 can be egtablished for admissions.
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Fipalily, the Department of English and the College of Liberal Arts

‘ hope that the Univerglty community, the Regents, the Coordinating Board,
and the Legislature will view the teaching of composition at any level

\ as a function which carries as much dignity eand importance as any other

| teaching funetion in the University. Instead of delepating this job

‘ mainly to poorly paid Assistbant Instructors and temporary feculty notb

| considered good enough to be glven tenuwre status, we hope that the

| teaching of compogition will be endowed with the respect vhich 1%

| deserves. This means that the soalary, the academie stabtus, esnd the

| teaching lead of facully engaged in composition teaching be commensurate

| with the rest of the faculiy. Indeed the Regents and the Coordinating
Board might come to recognize that the individusl reture of muech of the
conferencing in composition clazses approaches the tuboriasl solicitude
of art and music tesching and might be formula funded on s bhasis different
from the other liberal aris, a3 well as given dilferent teaching load
credits,




