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Duban’s more recent resignation
hints at the difficulty of living apart from the
status quo in the UT English Department,
even time after the multiculturalism
furor

Liberal Arts Dean Robert King called it
‘perfectly obvious’’ that Duban’s departure
was related to the multicultural controversy
and said the “tolerance level” for views such
as Duban’s would be more acceptable at a
niversity. Such comments bring into
question the since: of the claims of cham-
pions of diversity.
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they have apparently ostracized those with
divergent opinions. Of the four most outspo-
ken combatants of the multiculturalism pro-
posal, only one, John Ruszkiewicz, will
remain. Gribben left for the Auburn
University System and Maxine Hairston took
an early retirement; now Duban may leave.
Duban’s assertions that the suggested cur-
riculum would have been ““counterproduc-
tive” to “enlarging the sphere of cross-cultur-
al tolerance and learning’’ made people
examine the proposed changes more closely.
Like the boy who had the courage to
observe that the emperor's new clothes were
something other than what was claimed.,
Duban's honesty forced people to examine
the assertions of the English Department.
Thus, the popular perception became grad-
ually quite different from the English
Department’s interpretation of the proposals,
as evinced by the final vote of the general fac-
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The Daily Texan editorial board will meet with stu-
dents, faculty, administrators and members of the pub-
lic by appointment to discuss matters of public interest,
political endorsements and Texan policies. To sched-
ule a meeting, call The Texan offices at 471-4591

ulty against required multicultural courses

While the fate of the boy in the tale who
had the courage to dissent is unknown, in
Duban’s case, it is apparent: His honesty
elicited indignation rather than thoughtful
consideration from his colleagues, despite the
belief their proposals gave them a monopoly
on sensitivity.

Department of English Chairman Joe
Kruppa’s inexcusable removal of Duban from
the English honors program on political
grounds did not succeed in forcing him to
leave. But Duban’s resignation now is, at the
very least, strong evidence that the depart-
ment needs something more than just the
addition of a multiculturalism requirement.

Unless the English faculty can welcome
diversity even when it includes opinions that
disagree with their own beliefs, true apprecia-
tion of other cultures and viewpoints will
never reside there.
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