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—Sketch by David Moaaman

you know, Ifs  kind of like winning the Oscar and losing money on the movie.9

Legislature strikes workload rider
University English p ro f Jam es Sledd 

t< hi U gislator* a few months ago they 
might as well admit that the U niversity's 
rn .idemIc bureaucracy has got them 
whipped lf they back down on mandatory 
teaching loads this session.

While the academ ic  bureaucracy  
e v id e n t ly  h a s  w h ip p e d  th e  65 th  
Legislature, the U niversity has two 
yr .irs to reform  its workload procedures 
before the 66th session rolls around. 
Without reform  in the next two years. 
Un I Jnivercity's victory this session may 
b« negated 

The vic tory?
A Home Senate conference com m ittee 

removed the Senate s version of the 
mandatory workload rider (nine hours of 
un dc* ( g r a d u a t e s )  f r o m  th e  a p ­
pt up! lotions bill this month Legislators 
approved a bill requiring the Board of 
Hep tits to establish workload guidelines 
and report (*ompllance to the Coor­
d i n a t i n g  Board, Texas College and 
University System 

A House* com m ittee  a lready  had 
rem oved a nine-hour undergraduate  
workload and had substituted a tepid 
rider Mating tha t w orkloads should 
achieve "m axim um  effectivenes* in 
teaching effort in relation to student 
enrollment “ The conference com m ittee 
m  i opted the substitute.

l ighting (ho original rider, University 
President L o r e n e  Rogers said It would 
d e s tro y  th e  U n iv e rs i ty  o v e rn ig h t

dana
ehrlich

because the best professors would lesve 
for a workload less university Regents 
C h a irm an  A llan S h ivers a ffirm ed  
Rogers' analysis, adding that the rider 
would destroy the University * research 

Opponents charged that much of the 
University*! re sea rch  is "w orth less 
piddling," conducted s t  the expense of 
m oney  and  t im e  in te a c h in g  u n ­
dergraduates and maintained for the 
benefit of rich corporations 

Although some professors teach more 
than  o th e rs  and som e p ro fe sso rs  
research m ore than others, a Texas 
Association of College Teachers survey 
has Indicated that University professors 
worked an average of 59 hours per week 

Nevertheless, the Legislative Budget 
Board estim ated that 72 per cent of the 
University's faculty did not teach nine 
hours of undergraduates, an estim ate 
which would have cut 96 million from the 
U niversity's budget, under the board's 
method for determ ining salaries 

Roger's analysis that the rider might 
d e s tro y  th e  U n iv e rs ity  a p p a ren tly  
angered a lot of legislators "We re go­

ing to get some honesty back into the 
University System ," Odessa Rep John 
H oestenbach declared  to the Texan 
about his teaching assistant workload 
bill, a bill aim ed a t correcting the 
U niversity 's fa ilu re  to provide full 
professors to teach undergraduates

Some legislators evidently were miff­
ed at the U niversity 's evasion of the in­
tent of a workload rider — teaching — in 
the 64th Legislature s appropriations 
bill

lead ing  the fight for the teaching 
assistant workload bill and supporting 
the m andatory workload rider, Sledd 
na id , 'F re e d  from accountability, the 
University puts its money and supposed­
ly best talents into research and ad­
vanced classes leaving the m ajority of 
students to learn by observation that in 
the academ ic eyes they don’t really 
count much "

Sledd has a point ~~ at least applicable 
in the English departm ent Teaching 
assistants teach most of the lower divi­
sion English courses a t the Univer­
sity the average student never sees a 
full professor until he starts  taking 
upper-division English courses and 
thousands of University students have no 
desire to take courses beyond the re­
quired lower division courses

W hat abou t th e  less than g ifted  
freshm an who cannot w rite  on the 
college level and who would profit from

a professor s help? What about the gifted 
freshman who is not challenged by 
teaching assistants and who might profit 
from being challenged by the demanding 
p ro fe sso r, but g e ts  only  teach in g  
assistants'7

Titles do mislead. Some of the best 
teachers at the University are  teaching 
a s s is ta n ts  and som e of the  w orst 
teachers a t the U niversity  a re  full 
professors

But, many teaching assistan ts must 
teach a full load of courses and, in addi­
tion, study for their own courses At 
tim es, teaching assistan ts may feel a 
conflict of painfully choosing between 
their own studies and the students they 
m ust teach.

L e g i s l a t iv e ly  im p o s e d  f a c u l ty  
workloads are  dead this session.

Unless the U niversity  s ta r ts  real 
reform s in certa in  departm ents like 
English -  requiring professors to teach 
m ore undergraduates and correcting 
abuses in the teaching assistant system  
— the University is, in the the words of 
Sledd, in a position to be crucified by the 
next Legislature

And if the practice of letting the 
average student attend two years of 
classes without seeing a full professor 
does not stop, the 66th L egisla ture  
probably won’t hesitate to show the 
University, the whipping boy down the 
street, the path to Golgotha

Carter ‘safe’ so far; what about future?
* Washington Star Syndicate. lac.

A WEEK ON THE ROAD persuades you that there is 
on* and only one persistent question on people's minds 
It i what do you think of Jim m y ('arter*7 It bespeaks an 
anxiety to  think something about him different from the 
usual characterizations, all the m ore because they are  
not bv any means identical People want to know what 
Jimmy ( 'a r te r  is * rea lly" like People both hope that he 
ix hold in g  out on them  — and fear he is holding out on 
them I h ere  is the useful w isecrack In a play of Oscar 
W lid.*, I hops* you have not been leading a double life, 
pretending to be wicked, and being really good all the 
time H ist would be hypocriay ’’

P un m u ch  is safe to say. (What is unsafe. I ll say 
Inter) lf C arter turned tom orrow to the left, he would 
disappoint and surprise about half hia constituents If 
tom orrow he turned to the right, he would disappoint 
and surprise about half his constituents As he stands, 
both groups tend to co-opt him. It is not a bad position to 
occupy.

CONSERVATIVE* are  vaguely pleased that he iu»s 
put off elaborate new federal program s, most par 
Ucularly the further socialisation of medicine, and 
well,I re reform " defined as a pre-emption of welfare 
as a federal concern They a re  pleased that he has not- 
s I bt e n  snookered by the Communists -  thus setting a 
record for D em ocratic presidents, who typically give 
away an invaluable resource within a hundred days or so 
cl ta k in g  fwwer And they a re  pleased that he did not 
I. tic himself to bring on e ither the repeal of 14(b) of 
the National Labor R elations Act, or to give the unions 
common site picketing rights

!Ic liberals are  pleased tha t he has put an end to the 
pur h ise of Rhodesian chrom e It has been years since 
th i b pt peacefully, w orrying about all that Rhodesian 
elm me corning m from  that "Illegal" country They are 
plea <\1 that he has articu la ted  an energy policy that 
bristle* with rhetoric against Daddy Warbucks types -  
whether oil and gas producers, or oil and gas con 
sum rrs. They a re  c learly  a ttrac ted  to the glorious 
possibilities inherent in taxing gas and automobiles, and 
rem itting the proceed* to the liberals' favorite people, 
the poor, and the people the poor vote for. namely the 
liberals, their friends and the bureaucracy

HI EY LIKE C arte r 's  hum an rights talk, particularly 
when aim ed at countries for which they feel a visceral 
dislike These a re  co un tries th a t have refused.
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som etim es by the use of force, to perm it com m uniza­
tion The prim e offender, since the death of Franco, is 
Chile C arter scored heavily when in a single statem ent 
he denounced Chile. Argentina and Uruguay 

His sallies against Soviet oppression are welcome, but

a little m ore timid You see, the liberals do not want us 
to go back atavistically to the Cold War. They would 
ra ther lose it. They also like C arte r’s republican style 

What is unsafe to say about C arter is where he will go 
from here Will the energy program  be encumbered 
with barnacles, each representing a special interest? 
Will a le tte r to Sakharov, one year hence, be suddenly 
inconceivable'7 

It will be bracing to see Mr C arter take a step more 
republican even than carrying his own briefcase. He 
might periodically remind us that we are a self­
governing people, and that for the answ ers to these 
questions we should look, mostly, to the Congress, not to 
the President.

MfWy* * ■
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Bell working to exorcise Hoover’s spirit from FBI
*li*77 C alled Features Syndicate

WASHINGTON -  The ghost of J 
E dgar Hover, whose bulldog visage 
becam e a national symbol of the fight 
against pubiic enemies, still haunts 
Washington. He not only lasted on top of 
the bureaucracy longer than any other 
Am erican, but he was also perhaps the 
m ost powerful and feared public official 
iii the history of the republic.

Beginning with a collection of m iff IU, 
he transform ed the FBI into the world s 
most form idable law enforcem ent agen 
c r  He se t such high standards that his 
agen ts becam e folk heroes

vet Hoover was an  incurable cur 
mudgion, conservative in his ways and 
narrow  in his outlook, who fiercely 
believed the words "M y country, right or

jack
anderson 
and lf 
les whitten

wrong ’* In dissent, he saw sedition The 
cry of black power, by his light, smacked 
of rebellion The argum ent of conscience 
against the Vietnam war, as he taw  it. 
bordered on outright treason

He used his enormous power as direc­
tor of the FBI to uphold his viewpoints

He indoctrinated his agents until they, 
too. saw  no w rong in co m m ittin g  

patrio tic" crim es.
NOW JOHN J. Kearney, a crack, con­

scientious agent has been indicated for 
violating the law in the line of duty He 
headed a covert opera lions squad in New 
York City 

Agonizing pressure was brought upon 
Atty. Gen Griffin Bell to drop the 
charges against Kearney The shock 
waves have shaken FBI m orale down to 
the roots. Bell was warned But he told 
subordinates that FBI agents must live 
by the law they have sworn to uphold. 
Agents who break the law, he declared, 
should be prosecuted 

He not only approved Kearney 's indict­
ment but may seek the indictment of

Kearney's superior, J  Wallace LaPrade. 
Bell toid associates that LaPrade has 
been ‘stonew alling "  The a tto rn ey  
general indicated that he would convene 
another grand jury and give LaPrade the 
o p p o r tu n ity  to  c le a r  th e  re c o rd . 
Otherwise. Bell indicated he would ask 
for L aPrade's indictment.

THE LATE J. Edgar Hoover has given 
his nam e to the new FBI headquarters, a 
huge structure across the stree t from the 
Justice Departm ent It is an appropriate 
monument to his memory. Its bulk 
overwhelms the parent agency much as 
he overwhelmed the attorney general, 
who was supposed to be his superior.

But Griffin Bell does not intend to let 
the FBI again become the tail that wags 
Washington.

Sorry, no tenure 
for good teacher

U n iv e rs i ty  P h ilo so p h y  P ro f . 
A lexander von S choenberg  w as 
and s till is a good te a c h e r , but he 
m ay  not be a ro u n d  nex t y e a r. 
He ll be leav ing  fo r th e  U n iv e rs ity  
of M isso u ri if U n iv e rs i ty  a d ­
m in is tra to rs  do not re c o n s id e r  his 

c a se
Von S choenberg  had  a lot going 

for h im  w hen h is  n a m e  w as sen t 
to U n iv e rs ity  P re s id e n t L orene  
R o g e rs ’ o ffice  to  be co n sid e red  
for ten u re .

To h is c re d it , von Schoenbom  
w as:

•  T he f irs t  p e rso n  re c o m m e n d ­
ed by h is c h a irm a n  fo r ten u re .

•  A m o n g  t h e  t o p  s e v e n  
reco m m en d ed  by h is dean  fo r 
ten u re .

• T he a u th o r  of se v e ra l a r t ic le s  
in a c a d e m ic  jo u rn a ls .

B ut he did no t hav e  w hat he 
n eeded : the fa v o r of the  U n iv e rs i­
ty  a d m in is tra tio n . A pparen tly , he 
fa iled  to  re s e a rc h  and publish  
enough, so he w as tu rn ed  dow n 
and  g iven h is  w alk ing  p ap ers .

I ro n ic a lly ,  j u s t  f iv e  m o n th s  
a f te r  von Schoenborn  found out 
th a t  he  would not re c e iv e  ten u re , 
he w as a w a rd e d  th e  p re s tig io u s  
$1,500, H a r r y  H u n t t  R a n s o m  
te a c h in g  ex c e lle n ce  aw ard .

U n iv e rs i ty  P r e s id e n t  L o re n e  
R o g e rs  sa id , "W h en  w e m a d e  th a t

dec is io n , w e co n sid e red  a t  th e  
tim e  th a t he w as a good te a c h e r . 
B ut w e can  g e t peop le  w ho a re  
s tro n g  in both  a r e a s  ( te a c h in g  and  
r e s e a r c h .) ”

In re tro s p e c t ,  R o g e rs  sa id  th a t  
the  a d m in is tra tio n  " p ro b a b ly ” 
m a d e  th e  r ig h t decision  w ith  von 
Schoenborn , and  she a d d ed  th a t  
h is c a s e  could  be re c o n s id e re d  if 
new  e v id e n c e  c o n c e rn in g  h is  
a b ilitie s  w as b ro u g h t fo rth .

Von Schoenborn  s re c e ip t  of th e  
R a n s o m  te a c h in g  e x c e l l e n c e  
aw a rd  is ev id en ce  enough ; h is 
c a se  should  be reco n s id e red .

At an  in s titu tio n  w h e re  m an y  
s tu d e n ts  s tu d y  fo r h o u rs  u n d e r 
p ro fe s s o r s  m o re  in te r e s te d  in  
re se a rc h  o r  facu lty  p o litic s  th an  
teach in g , it  is im p o r ta n t to  hang  
on to  th e  few  p ro fe sso rs  w ho h av e  
d e m o n s tr a te d  so  c le a r ly  th e i r  
a b ility  to  teach .

H ow ever, g e ttin g  von Schoen­
b o r n  b a c k  i n t o  U n i v e r s i t y  
c l a s s r o o m s  i s  f u r t h e r  c o m ­
p l i c a t e d  b y  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  
M issouri.

H e ll h av e  to  g e t a y e a r ’s leav e  
of a b se n c e  to  fu lfill h is  c o n tra c t  
w ith  M issou ri. I t  m ay  be a  lo t of 
tro u b le . B u t it w ould be w o rth  it. 
T he U n iv e rs ity  n eed s m o re  fa c u l­
ty  w ho en jo y  te ach in g  an d  do i t  
w ell. - D . M . , D . E .

Sarah: off to China
I t m u s t h av e  been  ir re s is tib le .
W hen th e  S ta te  D e p a r tm e n t  

o ffe red  R ep. S a ra h  W eddington an 
a l l - e x p e n s e - p a i d  t r i p  to  t h e  
P e o p le ’s R epub lic  of C hina fo r th e  
tw o w eeks b e fo re  the end of the 
l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  i t  w a s  
p ro b ab ly  a h a rd  o ffe r  to  re fu se .

W eddington ch o se  to  go. B ut, 
she  w as ob lig a ted  to  s tay .

N ow in C hina w ith  14 o th e r  d is ­
t i n g u i s h e d  y o u n g  p o l i t i c a l  
le a d e rs , W eddington w ill re tu rn  
h e re  Ju n e  2, ju s t  a s  th e  session  
ends.

M aybe W eddington though t th e  
L e g is la tu re  and  h e r  d is tr ic t  could 
g e t a long  w ith o u t h e r  d u rin g  the  
fina l d ay s  of th e  sessio n , p e rh ap s  
th e  m o s t c ru c ia l  in th e  e n tire  
le g is la tiv e  p ro c e ss . M aybe not.

As a s ta te  re p re s e n ta t iv e , W ed­
d in g to n  h ad  th e  o b lig a tio n  to  
re p re s e n t  h e r  T ra v is  C ounty con- 
s t i t u e n t s  w i t h  h e r  v o t e s  
th ro u g h o u t th e  e n tir e  session . At 
th e  t im e  she le ft, th e  L e g is la tu re  
h a d  f a i l e d  t o  p a s s  a n  a p ­
p r o p r i a t i o n s  bi l l  a s  w e l l  a s  
t e a c h e r  r e t i r e m e n t ,  s c h o o l  
fin an ce , m e d ic a l m a lp ra c tic e  and  
ch ild  c a re  leg is la tio n .

As th e  a u th o r  and  sponso r of 
se v e ra l b ills , in c lud ing  th e  im p o r­
ta n t  p re s id e n tia l  p r im a ry  bill, she 
had  th e  re sp o n s ib ility  of figh ting  
fo r th e m  un til th e  end  of the  s e s ­
sion.

" I  e i th e r  h av e  m o s t of m y b ills 
p a ssed  o r  know  th e  r e s t  a r e n ’t go­
in g  to  b e  p a s s e d , ”  s h e  to ld  
re p o r te r s  b e fo re  leav in g  on M ay 
15.

W eddington sp o n so red  tw o b ills 
im p o r ta n t to  s tu d e n ts :  th e  G ra d e  
P o in t A v e rag e  B ill, HB 373, w hich 
w o u l d  h a v e  r e m o v e d  f a i l i n g  
g ra d e s  fro m  being  co m p u ted  in to  
a s tu d e n t’s G P A  if th e  s tu d en t had  
ta k e n  th e  c o u rse  ag a in  and  re c e iv ­

ed  a  p ass in g  g ra d e , an d  th e  S tu ­
d en t S e rv ice s  F e e  B ill, H B 1014, 
w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  g r a n t e d  
s tu d e n ts  m o re  co n tro l o v e r  th e  e x ­
p e n d itu re  of th e  th e  m a n d a to ry  
m u ltim illio n -d o lla r  s tu d e n t s e r ­
v ice  fee  tax .

B oth  b ills  a r e  s tu ck  in th e  H ouse 
C a len d e r C o m m itte e  an d  W ed­
d i n g t o n  p r o b a b l y  s a w  t h e i r  
ch a n c e s  of g e ttin g  ou t a s  s lim .

O ne le g is la tiv e  o b se rv e r  sa id , 
" I t ’s kind of h a rd  to  p a ss  a b ill 
y o u ’r e  spo n so rin g  w hen y o u ’re  in 
C h in a .”  In fa c t, i t ’s d a m n  n e a r  
im p o ssib le .

W ed d in g to n  a p p a r e n t ly  s e n t  
A ustin  Sen. L loyd D o g g e tt’s p lan s  
fo r one of h is b ills  g iv ing  T ra v is  
C ounty  c o m m iss io n e rs  o rd in a n c e  
m ak in g  p o w ers  dow n th e  d ra in . 
D o g gett, a f te r  push ing  th e  b ill 
th ro u g h  th e  S en a te , w as co u n tin g  
on W eddington to  se e  i t  th ro u g h  
th e  I n te r g o v e r n m e n ta l  Af f a i r s  
C o m m itte e  and  c a r ry  it  th ro u g h  
the  H ouse.

H ow ever, w hen  she  le f t  fo r  
C hina, th a t d u ty  fell in th e  h an d s  
of R ep . G e ra ld  H ill. H ill r e p o r te d ­
ly  w a s n ’t e n t h u s e d  w i t h  t h e  
p ro sp e c t. T he  bill d ied  in  c o m ­
m itte e , lack in g  one vote.

F o r  h e r  w ork  be fo re  sh e  le f t fo r  
C hina, W eddington d e se rv e s  a 
s in c e re  thank-you .

H ow ever, W ed d in g to n ^  m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t  o b l i g a t i o n s  a r e  to  
re p re s e n t  th e  c itiz e n s  of D is tr ic t  
37-D who se n t h e r  to  th e  H ouse 
tw o y e a r s  ago , to  push  h e r  leg is la -  
t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ent ire  
le g is la tiv e  sessio n  and  to  s ta y  in 
Aus t i n  a n d  v o te  fo r  h e r  c o n ­
s titu e n ts .

She should  h av e  p o lite ly  re fu se d  
th e  tr ip  to  C hina in s te a d  of re fu s ­
ing to  r e p re s e n t  h e r  c o n s titu e n ts  
d u rin g  th e  L e g is la tu re ’s la s t  d ay s .

D M., D.E.
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