Tuesday, August 14, 1980 A-13

re are people
.-muddechrlngﬂmtmem
. civilization hangs in the
Hal crtlmtﬂuee‘amaldrut'
@betwewGoodlnd
lified. All manner of

’ ﬂdﬁﬂy»—-om

ooumOne

§ got
:j abunchof
people got
‘pluperfectknotpanethm

ing. It started when -

of Texss -~ noloriously poor at
minarity students es it
is — soon heve many more

of them on campus.
u:tau:ofouomth;toitbd\oovs
versity to something
abeut making minordty students
mege comfortable in university

" racial harussment erupt with de-

pressing regularity.
In the immenwrial feshion of

academis, asgorted committees.

went to work on this problem
and the Lower Division English
Policy Commiitee began consid-
ering a revised curriculum for
the required course English 308
in the fall of last yeer. English
306 is supposed to teach students
composition and to improve their

" writing skills.

As a matter of pedagogical
technique, it was felt the course
could use an overhaul anyway
and that a good approach would
be to assign the kids some nice
meaty questions and have them
argue the merits of the case.

Specifically, it was proposed
that students be given readings
from varicus federal court deci-
slons in civil rights cases — in-
cluding Peinter vs. Swealt, the
1648 czse that integrated UT's

- own lew school — and then use

the mejority opinions, the minor

opinions and erguments by
Sﬁhﬂﬂlmddefendmt;wform
their own opinions, and then to
support their arguments with evi-
dence. ] suppose this comes dan-

gerously close to “relevance,”
that dread buzzword from the
'60s. ,

In any case, it was enough to
touch off alarm beils on the dafly
right. Mistaking the reform of
English 308 for one of those
apocalyptic struggles, a la Stan-
ford Univegsity, over whether the
inclusion of non-Western points
of view in a core curriculum will
mean the end of the Warld As
We Know It, the Nationsal Associ-
ation of Scholars sprang into &c-
tion.

The NAS, and its lecal chsp-
ter, the Texas Association of
Scholan, is to academia what Ac-
curacy in Media is to journaiism
— a bunch of ideological zealots
who run around questioning &v-
eryone else’s objectivity.

In fact, both NAS and AIM are
supported by the right-wing
Scaife Foundation, which subai-
dizes several other right-wing
groups, including the Heritege
Fourdstion, Freedom House and
the Commitiee on the Presemt

Danger (you recall the present
danger — that the Soviet Union

iz going to take over the world
any second now because the
United States spends so little

money on weapons).

Well, with that all hell broke
loose. )

A philosophy professor philo-
sophically denounced English
306 as “Marxism 306~ (federal
court decisions?) and a govemn-
ment professor said it armnounted
to “indoctrination in bigotry.”

My perzonal favorile is this
poor man Alap Gribben, who be-
lizves the English Department is
under “domination by a highly
politicized fection of radicsl liter-
sry theorists” (and God only
knows how much damage a radi-
cal literary theorizt might do)
end actually proposed thet the
English Depariment be pleced in
receivership. -

TAS collectad 58 facuity signa-

tures on a petition, a “Siaternent
of Academle Concern” over the
fate of 308, and had it published
in the Daily Texan — &n ad paid
for the TAS.

With that, President Bill Cun-
ningham and the sdministration

obligingly did. They all appear
united at this point in the hope
that when the mew English
course is explained slowly and
carefully (presumably in wordg
of one syllable) all hands wilt
come to understand that it is nob
a Coinmunist Plot, but instead &
useful way of teaching English
composition as well as a handy
forum for -getting students to
think about the issues raised by
the fact that we live in a cultursl-
ly end ethnically diverse society.:

While my feith in the wisdom
of the public at large is almost
unbounded, my faith in the rat-
cinative powers of faculty me,m
bere is not,
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have this curicus penchant for
dramatizing the trivial? Not that
the fact we live fn a multiracial
society is trivial, but must the
:tlmnghtest atiempt to deal witl
t on a carapus always
lu.:ethet.'rm't:la:.-tofnnIu«l;)ngn}q
camic opera?



