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UT faculty divided
on students’ writing

By JULIE FERNANDEZ
StaftWriter
University of Texas faculty mem-
bers are dissatisfied with their stu-
dents’ writing ability, but they’re not
sure what to do about it yet.

- That was the conclusion of a Unl-
versity Council ad hoc commitiee re-
port given Monday. Besides recom-
mending that present UT lower-divi-
sion English requirements be re-
talned, the group also agreed that a
commiltee be appointed to study
ways in which the writing of under-

graduate students can be improved -

through a university-wide effort.

" “The responsiblility for improving
the writing cannot be relegated sole-
ly to the English Department,” said
English professor Maxine Hairston,

committee head. All faculty mem-,
bers must be concerned about stu-
dent writing, she added,

_ The committee formally recom-
mended that the present lower-divi-
sion English reqirement of six hours
of freshman composition and three
hours of sophomore literature or.
writing be retained.

. A dissatisfied James Sledd, an
English professor, moved that the -
committee rsport not be accepted.
He urged UT Presldent Lorene Rog- .
ers to appolnt a “serfous committee
Ito make a serlous study” of the prob-
em.

. “Qne big set of reasons why (the
English program) Is not working is
overworked, underpald and under-
prepared teachers,” Sledd sald.



