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TAs must often 'drag a student back to sanity'
Duties vary with departments  —  so do work scales

in o rg a n ic  
sophomore

Bn M XKK SMITH 
Texan Staff Writer

Often the person grading 
your paper w ill be the
teaching assistant (TA k He or 
>he is a graduate student 
< mployed by the University to 
aid professors in teaching 
classes and conducting 
research as well as grading 
papers

Duties of TAs vary from 
department to department In 
the humanities departm ents 
such as English and foriegn 
languages, they do much of 
the actual teaching of lower 
division courses In science 
departments, the TA usually 
helps conduct lab sessions and 
in history and government, 
grading of papers and leading 
discussion sections are the 
jobs of TAs

TAs view their jobs in vary­
ing lights Some are quite con­
tent while others are disturb­
ed by the amount of work and 
{ i v  sca les  which v a ry 
between departments

Steve Felman, chemistry 
TA, is fairly happy with his 
job He is classified as a TA 
III. working on his F’hD and 
has taught five straight
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sem es te rs  
chem istry, 
course

You're often faced with 
having to drag a student back 
from panic to sanity, said 
Felman 

Felman also feels he is paid 
“ not extravagantly, but. for a 
2 0- hour-a-week job.  
decently.**

Dan Miller, French TA. has 
a different opinion

I don ' t  feel  w e r e  
overworked, but I do feel 
we're underpa id . "  said 
Miller

He teaches French 406 and 
312 classes, both lower divi­
sion courses

I feel I ve learned twice as 
much as any of my students. 
I ’m about the same age as 
most of my .students and that 
makes it even more rewar­
ding It s very demanding but 
one good class makes it all 
worthwhile, said Miller

Psycho logy  TA Steve  
Saltwick feels that his ex- 
perienee of occasional lec­
turing in a 301 class has been 

very beneficial 
Saltwick enjoys having a 

chance to lecture, especially
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Mir. Burger
HUNGRY?

MR. BURGER INTRODUCES THEIR 
VERY OWN FRIED CHICKEN AND 
CHEF SALADS TOO! IN ADDITION WE 
OFFER GREAT BURGERS, FRIES, AND A
SPECIAL LIME DRINK!
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to SOO students That oppor­
tunity doesn't come up too 
often, said Saltwick

His job with the 301 class in­
volved going to class even 
day, grading papers, ad­
ministering quizzes and lec­
turing at least five or six 
sessions a semester

Mike Rush, president of the 
Graduate Student W orker* 
Union and an English FA, 
thinks that TAS are underpaid 
and overworked and he has 
several solutions

Rush said he wants to see 
the TVs workload reduced 
He is pushing for TAS to have 
designated periodic time off 
from teaching to enable them 
to study on fellowships Also, 
Rush would like to involve 
TAS in a system like an ap­
prenticeship in which the 
graduate student would work 
closely with the professor and 
learn what is required to run a 
class.

“ A TA-ship is not onl\ a 
source of financial aid. but a 
training process as well. said 
Rush, “ the TA is both a grad 
student and an employe

While Rush is concerned 
with the financial situation of

the TAs Dr James Sledd of 
the English department wants 
to keep TAS from teaching 
altogether

Sledd believes that faculty 
too often pass on the respon­
sibility of teaching freshman 
and sophomore courses to TAS 
who are not experienced 
enough to handle them

“ They t the TAs) teach 
courses the regular faculty 
doesn't want to teach and that 
the administration doesn t 
want to spend much money to 
have taught by these better 
qualified.' writes Sledd in tho 
March Apri l  edition of 
Alcalde, the Ex-Students' 
Association magazine

S l e d d  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  
problem is one that applies 
not only to the English depart­
ment. but to every depart­
ment on campus

He goes on to point to a sur- 
vey he conducted in spring. 
1975. which indicates that of 
nearly 5tX) TAs surveyed. 326, 
representing more than 40 
departments, said they were 
fully in charge of the courses 
they taught

Sledd says that the TAS do 
not have the experience need

cd to teach tin' classes and 
that the I niversity does not 
allow them a “ fair chance to 
be good teachers He also 
argues that this inexperience 
has had damaging effects on 
the writing ability of lower 
division students 

English TA Katheryn Green 
has a different opinion of the 
abilities of TAs to teach lower 
division courses “ I am 
eminently qualified to teach 
the course (English 306'.' 
said G reen , who will be 
leaching the course in the fall 

I ve taught three years in a 
Houston high school and that 
has put me in touch with the 
b aekground that these 
students have in the subject 
said Green 

She also said it would be 
good ii faculty did teach some 
lower division courses,“  if for 
no other reason than to put 
them in touch with reality 

Rush also feels I’As are 
qualified to teach the lower 
division courses

“ TAS by and large do a ginni 
job They are an indispensible 
part of the University as it is 
now constituted, said Rush 

Rush does acknowledge that 
if the TAs are inexperienced
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in teaching it is largely the 
fault of the faculty tor not in 
structing the graduate student 
in methods ut teaching 

“ I tend to agree that (acuity 
members are not willing to 
teach the lower division 
courses, said Rush, but I

partly understand their re lur 
lance Not many tenure ap 
pointmen^ are made on the 
basis of teaching experience 

Sledd has pushed his in 
vestigation to the Texas 
Legislature where House 
Speaker Hill ('layton has ask
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$27 PER SEMESTER • FREE DELIVERY

University
Refrigerators

P.O. Box 12986 
AUSTIN 78711 PHONE 474-1492

ed two committees to ex 
amine the issue 

A spokesman in the office of 
Rep Fred Head, chairman of 
the Higher Education Com 
mince, said that a subcom­
mittee would be appointed in 
mid August lo make a report
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Hi Student:
Tho A liunde* Baptist Chinch la 
I ha fastest growing church in 
Central Texas —• one of the 
reasons for this is our student 
department

W e  ll give you ell that the other 
churches may but we are not 
In business to play with you 
in fact —- the hundreds of 
University students who attend 
our church like whet they get

You'll gat straight from the 
shoulder preaching —  w e care 
es a church for you so you 
will be our guest at numerous 
luncheons end other retreats 
and lust good time*

Most of all we went to be to you 
what you need — a spiritual fill 
mg station W e  ll treat you like 
adults — but recognise that you 
have  m uch to l earn W e  
specialise in teaching the Bible 
in the power of the Holy Spirit

Tell order777 You'll never know 
until you visit will you? Come 
see me when you get to town 
Oh yes we do have a bus for 
you to rids if you used it from 
the campus

Allandale Baptist 
Church

Corner Allandale Rd. and Shoal Creek

Blvd.
Northwest Austin

Drive No. on LH  35, turn left at Koenig  

Lane; Lam ar Blvd. to Koenig, then left; or 

c o m e  out Loop No. 1, to Northland. A n y  of 
these 3 routes will bring you to us. It s 

several m iles from the cam pus, but th® 

difference is worth the distance.

JESTER CENTER HALLS HAS A SPACE FOR YOU!

1976-77 LONG SESSION CONTRACTS AVAILABLE 

FOR DOUBLE OR SINGLE ROOM OCCUPANCY

THE AFFORDABLE PLACE TO LIVE!

conven ient on -cam p u s location  

reasonable  rates w hich  include:

—  2 0  great m eals  per w eek

—  furnished bed linens
—  efficient m aid  service
—  telephone in each room
—  varied activities and program s  

laundry facilities on each floor 

g a m e s  room for your enjoym ent
com fortab le  lounge areas for relaxing and studying  

staff that cares about Y O U !

Ask about our Non-Resident Meals Contract in Jester 

Center. Ifs a real bargain!

Stop by the Division of Housing and Food Service in Kin- 
solving Dormitory, 26th Street Entrance, call us at (512) 
471-3136, or write P. O. Box 7666, Austin, Texas 78712. 
W e l l  be happy to provide you with additional information
and an application.


