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. PROPOSALS ON. GOMPOSITION AND ENGLISH. REQUIREMENTS . .

Gt o oo (Revised May 9, 1980) .. .
wi i~y o Basic Proposals .. ... .0 .

«fiftJy'(presented;asAa package) . T . .

LT TR

+ 1. The following courses.would be eliminated or supeiseded: E307 (regular d@nd -
special), E308 (vegular and special), E310, E312L/M, E314K, E317: <The .
following courses would be retained but would not satisfy degree’réquires
ments in lower-division:.English, and theig,prereqyisige.changed{t? three

hours of English (E306): E314L, E318M. ... .. . > P
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I1. Degree Réquiremen¥§:{xéédm@endéd fgrﬂalliﬁﬁ&é%gfédhéte‘coliégés5in¥th35 Wil
University): 9 hours:of.English, as at present in most colleges, ‘Plan~I1 «;
requirements unchanged. ' e BRIl ‘
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A STAOT AR e esbuie 5 efens :
I1I.  Admissions and Enrellment. - .. .

A. Entering students must enroll by May 1, or earlier deadline if
‘practicable.. I.e., entering students must accept UT admissions offer
by that date, .. % en . : " O -3

< i
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B. EnteringIStddents must submit by'enrollment'déadline'éhéir results on
the English placement instrument for E306.

C. 1f enrollments of freshman and lower-division transfers continue to- i
.. climb beyorid 1980-1981, the Department will request the President to
raise entrance requirements. ; S T

1v. General,prerequiSites«foryppper~divisipn'English courses will 'be reduced.:

from 9 to 6+hoursof English, with two exceptions. 'The prerequisite for . :
E325M, Advanced Expesitory Writing, will be ESOG,‘BSQﬁL*CMastetworkszwseez3
V B below) and E3. . {Writing in Different Discipltinesi see V Cibelow). .
The prerequisite!for E3. - (Writing in Different Disciplines): will be - -

e

54 hours -- .junior stand@ngu-é;iﬂcludihg_ﬁSO&,and‘EBl;:j(MasterWOrks); R
sec V. C 1 a-and ¢ below. " i Ll ks A
V. Courses and Sequence » «%. . . Pug % b S TR PR | ;

A. E306: Rhetoric .and.Composition
1. Content: attention to rhetorical strategies; reading comprehension,
and mechanics. Detailed syllabus for AIs; faculty®encouraged .to:.
work up own matcrials, with minimum core of expectations to preserve
course integrity. Variant readings for Mexican-American sections
(as at present) and Black sections (to be investigated), with
clection of these sections at student's option.
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Exemptions: SAT Verbal $50 (credit with B) and SAT:Verbsl §75
(credit with A) cutting scores. These cutting scores are slightly-
more rigorous than the current cutting scores.

Nature and amount of writing: 6-7 major themes based on rhetorical
strategies. Emphasis on analytical-writing; some experiential
writing permxtted Panel grading to be investigated. .

Class size and fbrmat normal sections with maximum of 25 students,
as at present; ‘alterpative formats (e.g., large sectxon) invited,
as at presen;, undey superv:slon of FEPC.

Remedial students: ES06 for SAT Verbal below 353 {bottom 5%)

and E406 for SAT Verbal 353-380 (next 10%): these students -

would take normal ‘sections of E306 but be referred for two hours

weekly and one hour weekly, respectively, to a Writing Cemter im
the English Department. The Writing Center can be staffed by six
qualified persons at 100% appointment (need not be- po;1t1ons &

deflned as Ufaculty').

Foreign Studemts: E306Q as at present for students with TOEFL of
550; ‘investigation of mew Q courses for students with TOEFL
500-549 and low SAT Verbal.

Sections offered: roughly equal numbers of F306 sectlons ‘in fall
and spring semesters,.by prearrangement with Dean and President,
to prevent fall semester cverload on departmental resources.

B

Masterworks of therature (new course)

}Prerﬁqu151tes minimum of 27 hour= (sophomore standzng), 1nc1ud1ng

E306 by -course, transfer credit, or placement exemption. 8T

Fontcnt~ read;ngs in one of three alternative subject areas --
World Masterworks, English Mastexrworks, American Masterworks.
Probably. anthology courses, details of curriculum to be developed

. by individual instructor after basic courses are outlined by

curriculum committee and apprOVBd by English Department. Intro-
duction to major works in the literary tradition, with emphasis

on historical, generic, and thematic connections, and attention’

to the cultural conventions informing individual works. Syllabus»
for Als teaching course first time.

Exemptions: AP 4 (credit with B) or 5 (credit with A).

"

. Class size ahd fo*mat. normal sections of 40 students (as
-.presently with most E314K); alternative formats, especially. large-
-section, 1nv1ted under supervxs;on of SLPC
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5. Nature and amourit of writing; evaluation: tests (essay, short-

E3

answer, and multiple choice) and papers, in variable proportions
and numbers, as presently in E314K and E312L/M; guidelines to be

: dgyg;qped by S%RQ; as presently” for E314K.

Foreig? students: Q sections or alternative courses to be
investigated,

\

Sections offered: Fall-Spring balance to be determined by

géggribution of staff capability in other courses, especially

OR alternstive writing course in other department approved

by Esgf?sgmbepartmeng. Third-course requirements to be determined by
. the individual colleges. g v 8 - Coe .

1.

E3 ¢ ‘Writigg in Different Disciplines {new course).

Wt *

a. ;Prerequisites: 54 houk¥ (junior standing), incluyding E306
and E31__ (B, above), by course, transfer credit, or placement
exemption. :

ca

b. Content: to be offered in three versions, Writing in the Arts

. and Humanities, Writing in.the Social and Behavioral Sciences,
Writing in’tie Natural Sciences and Techndlogy. 'Readings to
include :classic ‘and-contemporary expository essays and books
in these disciplines, and some selecticdns which concern the
social, ethical, and philosophical aspects of the disciplines.

~ Sample course outlings to be developed by committeé; sylliabus.

for AI sections. PG AN 4 o

¢, Exemptions: SAT Verbal 600 (credit with B}, 625 (credit with

A) cutting ‘seores; will exempt top ca. 10% by 1979-80 figures.
Transfer credit for a composition course beyond' E306- satisfies
this requirement.

d. Nature and: amoumt ofswriting:-ca. 6 major themes, "chiefly
analytical; experimentation'encouraged. Panel grading to
be investigated. '
n L e e ; :
e. Class size and format: normal sections with maximum of 25
students; alternative formats possible, undsr supervision of

course committes. 2 £

£. Foreign students: Q sections of one or more of the three’
versions to bé -devised by committee. L ’ :

-Writiﬁg‘content»é@urse developed by any department and approved

by English Department ‘as satisfying this third-level requirement.

Such courses would presumably have E306 and E31__ as prerequisite,
and thus would be taken by the student no earlier than the second
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H.

.. through the implementation ;
.of the maximum class size for undergraduate writing courses (all composition

half of the sophomore year. Exemptions also subject to
approvel of English Department. '

Colleges that might be interested‘in developing such courses
?gggyde Communications (7% of UT matriculatioms) and Business
%). '

Ancillary Proposals
(presented for separateé vote)

Reduce course load for temporary Instructors on 100% appointment to 3
courses per semester. 7 =

Encourage Als and tegular faculty from other depaftmehts tc teach sections

of "Writing in Different Disgiplines,” providing appropriate training and

supervisiofi, ' -

To the extent‘pefmitted by course enrollments, overall staff capability,

TLC calculatidrs, and staffing demands of graduate, upper-division, and

specialized cturses, dssign no more than one section of E306 ox E3

(Writing in Diffetent Disciplines) per sémester to tenured or tenure-seeking

_.faculty, and no mére than two sections of E306 or E3 ,__  per semester to
_temporary Instiuctors. c o

Provide more systematic supervision of Als and TAs if tegular faculty

energies can be released for this purpose by reduction of staffing needs
in required English courses.

"Develop 12-week long versions of E306, Eabb, E506 for summer session

students.

‘Develop in outline form a version of E3 (Writing in Different

Disciplines) for Business-oriented students, to be submitted at a later
date for departmental approval.

Refine placement criteria for £306 and B3 = (Writing in Different

‘Disciplines) in consultation with Measurement and Evaluation Center.

Request workload weighting of 3-hour organized writing courses {(composition
at any undergraduate level, creative writing) at 4.5 TLC.

£ pressure on departmental teaching resources

Assuming major reductions 0 ¢
of the basic plan, a reduction to 20 students

and creative writing courses) will be requested.



Descriptions of E314L options and prerequisites will be distributed to
entering freshmen with placement exemption for E306.

Exemption scores, instruments, and substitute courses for English
requirements are to be determined by the English Department.

Faculty in foreign language departments will be encouraged to request
teaching assignment for E31 _, World Masterworks. '
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III.

v,

"all colleges" changed to  "all undergraduate colleges and schools if,'f‘*

May 9, 1980

CIANGES MADE AFTER DEPARTMENTAL DISCUSSION
OF DRAFT DATED MAY 1, 1980

in the Unlvers1ty -

jDeadlane changed ffom Apr1l 22 to’ May l

Rewrlttcn. ESZSM now has Writing in D1fferent stclpllnes course sy
as prerequisite.

A.l.

A1,

A.2.,

A.4,

A.6.

B.3.

First sentence rewritten; “reading compreheénsion" specified
as an element of content.

"(to be investigated)'" added after 'Black sections.”

Rewritten, with new nerm for credit with B: SAT Verbal 550
{raised from 530 in draft).

Yexperimental’ changed to “alternative' (also in V.B.4. and
V.C.l.e.}).

550" changed to 549" (correction).

Rewritten; specification of a new exam changed to "AP 4
(credit with B) or 5 (credit with A)" for exemption. (In
the current year approximately 100 students are receiving
advanced placement credit for E314K; students who did not
take AP will be able to petition for a2 spscial placement
test in Masterworks, just as any student may now petition
for a placement test in any course.}

“sections with maximum of 40" changed to “sections of 40.%

“E32 " changed to "E3__ ' here and in ancillary proposals.
(Efforts will be made to obtain more rational numbering of
our current courses and new courses, the numbers reflecting
levels of difficulty.)

Rewritten; "SAT Verbal 576 and above {(credit with A) cutting
score: exempts top ca. 15%" changed to "SAT Verbal 600 (credit
with B}, 625 (credit with A) cutting scores; will exempt top
ca. 10% by 1979-80 figures."

Parenthetical reference to current maxima in some writing
courses deleted.

vother' changed to "any."




Ancillary proposals J, K, énd‘L ére'ﬁew.

The proposals do not¢addxess1tbeaznglish,major.reQuiremcnts. They would
necessitate only technical changes in the description of general degree
requirements where these occur in descriptions of the English majoz, _
Fundamentally, E3 | Writing in Different Disciplines (upper-division) = »
takes the place of E307 or E308 (lower-division). See Garrison or Moldenhauer
if you have questions on this subject, : : . i :
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AUSTIN, TEXAS 78712

Cffice of the Cba:fr;nﬁu
Depariment of English 5 3 y
(512) 4714991 __— it ERSch 7o+ 1 May 1980

MEMORANDUM

To: it Ly b

From: Joseph J. Mcw.ldeﬁh.;uer,‘.(':hai’rméﬂ :

SUbject: ;’PfopoSéis.on’ComeSiiibn and*Eﬁglish Requirements - -

The task_force on Composition, building on:the work of the study teams, on depart-
m§ntal discussions both before‘and after those teams were formed, and on contribu-
tions by all interested teaching staff to the deliberations. of.the.study teanms,

has developed the following basic proposals. They will be discussed by the Depart--
ment in meetings scheduled for Monday, S May, from 9-12 a.m. and 1-5 p.m. in

Parlin 203. If further discussion is needed, an attempt will be made to schedule
additional meetings that week. The task: force proposes that: the final vote of the
department be conducted by mall ballot, the ballots to be due for counting two

weeks after the end of departmental distussion of the plan in plenary session.

Basic Proposals
(presented as & package)

1. The foliowing‘cqﬁrsés would be éiiminatea or superseded: E307 (regular and
special), E308 (reg. and sp.); E310, E312L/M, E314K, E317. The following courses
would be retained but would not satisfy degree requirements in Jower-division

English, and. their prerequisite changed to three hours of English (E306): E314L, E3Z¢ M

11. Degree Réquirementsj(recbﬁmended for all colleges): - 9 hours of English, as at
present in most colleges. Plan I requirements-unchanged. :

1. Admissions and Envollment
A. Entering students must enroll b
I.e., entering studgnts must accep

y April 22, or earlier deadline if practicabie.
t UT admissions offexr by that date.

B. Entering students must submit by enrollment deadline their results on the
English. placement instrument for E306. ' :

C. If enrollmenislof freshman and lower-division transfers continue to climb
beyond 1980-1981, the Department will-request'the President to raise
entrance requirements. 3 ‘ ,

. ngéful'pfbfuquisitcsifor‘upper-diviSion English: courses (except new course,
“Writing in Different Disciplines') reduced from 9 to 6 hours of English. See
third-level courses below.



V. Courses and Sequence

A. L306: Rhetorié and Gomposiiion
1,

(%]

(92}
.

“appointment {nccd not be posi

Ni)

Content: »readings, as presently, in Vafious}diSciplines; attention

to rhetorital strategies, to mechanics, and to linguistic elements.
Detailed syllabus for Als; faculty éncouraged to work up own materials
with minimum core of expectations to preserve course integrity. Variant
read%ﬁgs for Mexicar-American sections (as at present) and Black
sections, with election of these sections at student’s option.

E;emptions: SAT Verbal 530 (credit with B) and SAT Verbal 575 (credit
with A) cutting scores., These cutting scores would exempt approximately
30% of the present freshman population from E306. :

Nature and amount of writing: 6-7 major themes based on rhetorical .
stra§egies,u;ﬁmphasis on analytical writing; some experiential writing
permitted. Panel grading to be investigated.

Class size and format: normal ‘sections with maximum of 25 -students,

" as at present; experimental formats (e.g., large section) invited, as
at present, under supervision of FEPC. i '

Remedial students: ES506 for SAT Vexbal below 353 (bottom 5%) and
EA06 for SAT Verbal 353-380 (next 10%): these students would take "
normal sections of L306 but be referred for two hours weekly and one
hour weekly respectively, to a Writing Center in the English Department.

The Writing Center can be staffed by six qualified persons at 100%
itions defined as *faculty").

Foreign Students:"ESGGQ as at préseﬁt for students with TOEFL of
550; investigation of new Q courses for students with TOEFL 500-550

and low SAT Verbal.

Sectioﬁs offered:. foughly equal numbers of E306 sections in fall and
spring semesters, by prearrangement with Dean and President, to prevent

fall semester overload on departmental resources.

B. E31 Masterworks of Literature (new course)

1.

——

minimum of 27 hours (sophomore standing), including

Prerequisites: i
placement exemption.

E306 by course, transfer credit, or

Content: readings, in one of three alternative subject areas - World
Masterworks, English Masterworks, American Masterworks. Probably
anthology courses, details of curriculum to be developed by individual
instructor after basic courses are outlined by curriculum committee

and” approved by English Department. Introduction to major works in

the literary tradition, with emphasis on,historical, generic, and
thematic connections, and attention to_;he.cultural conventions informing
individual works. Syllabus for Als teaching course first time. it



.3

Sxiﬁxempxrans:: machine-gradable,»content-fbcused examination to:be devised
by depavtment and administerved by MEC; cutting score to be determined.

4; Clasg-size gn@lforma;:- normal sections with maximum of 40 students (as
uipresgntlyﬁwmyh most £314K); experimental formats, especially: large-
_section, ‘invited,. under supervision of SLPC. . : _ : e

“S: Nature and amount of writing; evaluation: tests (essay, short-answer,

o <~and-mplt1p1e'§hoxce) and. papers; insvariable proportions and numbers,
as presently in [314K and ‘E312L/M; guidelines ‘to be developed by SLPC,
as presently for E314K, '

6. Forcign students: Q sections or alternative courses to be investigated.

7. Sections offered:’ Fall-Sﬁriné~baiahée“to be determined by distribution
of staff capability in other courses, especially E306.

E32_- OR “dlternative writing course- in other department approved by .
English Department. Third-course requirements to be determined by the
~individual colleges.

1. B32_ Writing “in Different Discipliﬁes (new.course);‘? et
a, Prervequisites: 54 hours (junior standing), including E306 and E31__

" (B, abové), by ‘course, transfer credit, or placement exemption.

b. Content: to be offered in ‘three versions, Writing in the Arts and
" Humanities, Writing in the Social and Behavioral Sciences, Writing
in the Natural Scisnces and Technology. ‘Readings to include classic
“and contemporary expository essays and books in these disciplines,
.*andzsome selections which conce¥n the social, ethical, and philosophical
aspects of the disciplines.” Sample course cutlines to be.developed

by committee; syllabus for Al sections. s

c. Ekemptioﬁs: SAT Verbal 576 and above (credit with A) cutting
score: exempts top ca. 15%.;Transfer credit for a composition course
. beyond E306 satisfies this requirement. , _

d. Nature and amount of writing: ca. 6 major themes, chiefly aﬁalytical;
experimentation_encppraged, Panel grading to be investigated.

e. Class size and format: normal sections with maximum of 25 students
.+ (as presently. with E310, 317, 325, 325M); experimental formats
possible, under supervision of course committee. ‘ :

. £, Poreign. students: Q sections of one or mo¥e of the three versions
" to be rdevised by committee. ‘ ' ;
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or 2, Wriﬁihg_éonfcnf course developed by other department and approved
by English Ueparthient as satisfying this third-level requirement.

Such courses would presumably have E306 and E31__ as prerequisite,
and thus would be taken by the student no earlier than the second
half of the sophomore year.. Exemptions also subject to approval of
‘English’ Department. e

Colleges that might be interested in developing such courses include
Communications (7% of UT “matriculations) and Business (23%).

g _ ‘ I Ancillary Proposals

(presented for separate vote) . . ..

Reduce course load for temporary Instructors on 100% appoiﬁtment to 3 courses
per semester. :

Encourage Als and regular faculty from othex departmenfé to teach sections of

"Writing in Different Disciplines,™ providing appropriate training and supervision.

LI .

Cv " To 'the extent pérmitted by course enrollments, overall Staffbcapabiiity, TLC.

G.

calculations, and staffing demands of graduate, upper-division, and specialized

courses, assign no more than one section of E306 or E32__ (Writing in Different

Disciplines) per semester to tenured or tenure-seeking faculty, and no more than
two sections of E306 or E32. per semester tq tempcra;xginsgguctors.

Provide more systematic supervision of Als and TAs if regular faculty energies
can be released for this purpose by»reduction‘of%staffing‘§geds in required
English courses. = .~~~ : .

i

Develdb 12-week long versions of}E306; E406, E506 for summer session students.

Develop in 6ut1ine form a version of ESZ__.(Writing in Different Disciplines)
for Business-oriented students, to be submitted at a later date for departmental

approval. o
Réfiﬁé'placement criteria for E306 and E32__ (WritingAianifferent Disciplines)
in consultation with Measurement and Evaluation Center.

Request workload weighting of 3-hour organized writing courses (composition
at any undergraduate level, creative writing) at 4.5 TiC. -

~ Assuming major reductions of pressure-on departmental teaching resources through

the "implementation of the basi¢ plan, a reduction to 20 ‘students of the maximum
class size for undérgraduate writing courses (all composition and creative
writing courses) will be requested.



