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WASHINGTON — The word “ crisis”  once meant an acutely 
painful or dangerous situation demanding immediate action. In 
that sense there is no energy crisis although the White House 
proclaims it, the Congress debates it and the press accepts it.

If we continue to buy foreign oil as we have been no 
catastrophe will befall us. There is no emergency So, if Senate 
Democratic Majority Leader Mansfield and his liberal 
Republican allies get their gas rationing law passed, it will be 
the first time since the days of the royal salt monopolies that 
the state will have attempted to ration a universally needed 
commodity available in abundance. For not only is there 
presently no oil shortage, but the large oversupply is bursting 
the rivets of the world’s storage tanks.

Imperialist fantasies such as energy or raw material 
“ independence”  aside, no reason exists either for the 
President’s oil import taxes or his opponents' rationing 
schemes. The problem isn’t economic, but psychological.

CONTAGIOUS HYSTERIA in the upper levels of govern­
ment. Strange imaginings of what’s going to happen if we con­
tinue to buy oil from Indonesia or Nigeria. The boys are in such 
an emotional froth they can’t bring their brains to question the 
first premises on which this insubstantial energy crisis has been 
postulated; and the mass media penguins waddling along 
behind, tootling songs of gullible credulity, don t stimulate 
much analysis of the problem, either.

This isn’t to argue there aren’t good reasons for a sane. but 
gradual, policy of energy reduction. There’s only a finite 
amount of oil and some day -  not this year or next, however -  
we’re going to run out of it. Furthermore, fossil fuels are just as
bad as the ecologists say.

But what the government is drifting into is rationing and or 
high fuel taxes and ecological death. So we have Frank Zarb, 
this month’s energy tsar, saying, “ I ’d like to be able to tell you 
that solar energy is our first commitment, but it isn’t. Nuclear 
technologies are. I can’t even tell you it comes second. I ve 
already told the coal industry it comes second.”

Thus dominated by the thinking of the industries most 
threatened by solar energy, the government is putting its 
research and development oomph in the wrong places. Even by 
its own lights, however, the failure to advocate such measures 
as a graduated horsepower tax on new cars is inexplicable.

NO MOVE has been made to change FHA or VA policies to 
limit mortgage insurance on new construction to homes design­
ed as energy conservers. Publicly regulated utilities have yet to 
be told to rework their rate structures to charge large energy 
users more per unit than small ones. No better or more direct 
method exists to lighten the loan on poor and middle-income 
people as well as smaller business enterprises.

A long list of such measures could be drawn up. Vanderbilt 
University economist Nicholas Georgescu-Roegen, a scholar of 
international repute in this field, has drawn up such a list which, 
includes, among other things, calling off the Green Revolution, 
that is the new methods of energy intensive, industrial farming.

Again, abandoning the new hybrid seeds which require so 
much water and petrochemical fertilizer can t be done too 
quickly. Sooner or later, though, we're going to have to learn 
how to get high yields using renewable organic materials or go 
scratching. In the meantime there are such obvious projects as 
beating our electric golf carts into plowshares and rearranging 
our cost-pricing system — perhaps through novel kinds of tax 
incentives — so that we can escape the waste of our disposable 
society.

Begun now, in IO or 20 years such an approach will yield much 
larger energy savings than anything the President has in mind, 
and it can be done without taking masochistic risks with our 
economy. To do so presumes a recognition that a repugnance at 
paying high prices for Venezuelan crude isn t a crisis. It 
presumes understanding Georgescu-Roegen when fie wonders 
whether “ Perhaps, the destiny of man is to have a short, fiery, 
exciting and extravagant life rather than a long, uneventful and 
vegetative existence. Let other species — the amoebas for ex­
ample -  which have no spiritual ambitions inherit an earth still 
bathed in plenty of sunshine.” The Democrats have a better idea.
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I ^

INBN 
IT'S

sbttlbp?

s te m  fop.
OHS OFTA/L -  

HIHO HERB WANTS 
TO BS THS ONB TD 
tblcthb prbsidfht 

OF THS UNITBP 
STAT BS THAT 

. MBSBBING 
’ \  V \  LAID OFF?

By JAM ES SLEDD 
(Editor’s note: Sledd is a 

professor of English.)
In a recent letter to the 

Am erican-Statesm an, I 
questioned the argument that 
the faculty should "guide the 
destiny" of the University. I 
urged instead that we should 
think less about pay and 
privilege and more about the 
needs of students. “ It is inex­
cusable," I wrote, ‘‘that 
professors at UT Austin play 
games to get out of the 
classroom while graduate 
assistants do much if not most 
of the teaching. It is criminal 
that the professors are still 
recruiting more assistants 
while the old ones can t get 
jobs with their new PhDs."

My letter provoked a little 
bundle of thanks from citizens 
and a couple of brisk denun­
ciations from faculty. A stuck 
pig squeals. But while the 
Legislature is in session and 
the University is in the 
headlines, maybe even a 
professorial pig-squealing — 
like a presidential duck-pond 
— will prompt somebody to 
take a good look at a bad 
situation.

I) It is unquestionably true 
that graduate assistants do 
much if not most of the 
teaching at UT Austin. In the 
Faculty Senate on April 8. 
1974 Prof. James E. Stice. 
director of the Teaching 
Effectiveness Center, stated 
that “some 1.400 TAs on cam­
pus' ’ p rov ide  “ very 
economical labor. being 
“ responsible for more than 60 
percent of the total contact 
hours taught in the University 
at the undergraduate level " 
The more violent of my facul­
ty denunciators, a professor of 
classics and hence of un­
questionable authority, es­
timates the number of the 
regular faculty at 1.600. Now 
TAs supposedly teach half­
time If 1.400 TAs teaching 
half-time have over 60 percent 
of the total contact hours with 
undergraduates, while 1,600 
regular faculty have less than 
40 percent, was not a late 
regent justified the other day

when ho said to a Tavern 
audience, i t  is a disgrace the 
number of full professors who 
will not teach undergraduate 
students?”

The TAs do provide “ very- 
economical labor." Although 
the faculty had a hissy, a year 
or tw-o ago. when the 
Legislature asked fulltime 
members to carry a four- 
course load, the University 
happily defines halftime for 
TAs as two courses, so that a 
TA in English (for example), 
working halftime, teaches the 
same number of courses as a 
full professor working 
fulltime — and does it for 
maybe one-fourth to one- 
eighth the professor s salary. 
The TA is also required to 
take three three-hour courses 
himself. When I questioned 
the justice of this heavy 
burden for poorly paid young 
people. I got a remarkable 
answer from an eminent 
chemist in the Faculty Senate 
on Oct. I, 1973. The require­
ment that TAS take three 
courses, he said, is responsi­
ble for about two million 
dollars in appropriations the 
University got this time that it 
would not have gotten before 
I think you can imagine what 
would have happened to facul­
ty salaries had this rule not 
been in effect " ,  “ Very 
economical labor" by TAs is 
apparently very profitable

labor — for the faculty 
31 It s not so clear that 

burden-carrying by TAs is 
equally profitable for the 
students whom they teach. On 
Oct. 6. 1973, (as the Texan for 
that date will show), 15 TAs 
from the Department of 
Classics i what! surely not 
classics ') complained that 
their workload made adequate 
performance difficult and ex­
cellence impossible. "In  set­
ting these hour r e ­
quirements." they wrote land 
signed the letter), “ the 
University administration has 
c cm promised both un­
dergraduate and graduate 
education." TAs in English 
said much the same thing. The 
demands made on them, they 
said, “ make it literally im­
possible for anyone to be both 
an effective teaching assis­
tant and a serious, responsible 
graduate student

4) Some efforts had been 
made, it is true, to lighten the 
burden on TAs. but not all 
those efforts were intellec­
tually respectable. One device 
< it may finally have been for­
bidden in the autumn of 1973) 
was to allow TAs to register 
every semester for three 
hours of a course numbered 
398T That course was called 
Supervised Teaching for 
Graduate Students, and sup­
posedly it taught TAS how to 
teach as wisely as regular

faculty; but sometimes it was 
pretty much a phony. And for 
every hour of registration in 
that course, the University 
got a nice fat sum for faculty 
salaries

5! That our new PhDs have 
trouble finding jobs is an old 
story now as anyone can learn 
by visiting the conventions of 
professional societies or — 
less painfully — by looking 
into the Index to The 
New York T im es. Yet 
the established professors 
who taught these unfortunate 
victims ct inflation and failing 
enrollments don't want to stop 
the “ over expansion of 
American higher education

They don't talk about fewer 
TAs but about more, and they 
don’t like it when the presi­
dent of Columbia says that we 
should reduce the "number of 
four-vear institutions with 
their complex of graduate and 
professional schools or when 
the U S commissioner of 
education says that many 
states “are opening more 
graduate schools than they 
need " Nobody likes to give up 
a good thing It must massage 
the vanity to boss a bunch of 
TAs who run discussion sec­
tions and labs while the Great 
One somnifies a big roomful 
who would be better off if his 
lectures were printed and 
they could read them

themselves

To conclude after all the 
arm-waving i t  s still silly for 
c la ss ic is ts , p hysic ists , 
zoologists or anybody else to
argue that faculty should 

•"guide the destiny" of UT 
Austin while enjoying an un­
defined privilege called 
“ autonomy.”  American state 
universities don't belong to 
the academic community as a 
whole or to am one part of it 
— not to students, faculty, ad­
ministrators. not even to 
regents State universities 
ought to belong to the people 
who would like — I suspect — 
to give them a good shaking 
down.
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CHAGALL, BASKIN, ROUAULT, 
DAUMIER. MATISSE, PICASSO 
AND MANY OTHERS

WEDNESDAY
Ja n u a ry  29, 1975 
11 a.m . to 8 p.m.
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Jan u a ry  30, 1975 
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Our reason for being, is to offer you a multitude of opportunities and pro­
grams in Israel... the land for ai! reasons.

Israel can help you find yourself. And the programs we offer, for a sum­
mer, a semester, a year, or longer, are designed to e n h a n c e  your own visions
and expose you to others

• Examine the reasons for Israel. And if you find reason enough, fill out 
the coupon below by circling the numbers, and we lt send you further infor­
mation and the name of our representative in your area.
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Frame Like A Professional!

SC IEN C E  Archeology 
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ing and field trip s  avail­
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30 Heavenly body
31 Call
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42 Emerged 

victorious
44 Earth goddess 
46 Symbol for 

tellurium
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• PROFESSIONAL ADVICE & ASSISTANCE
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Short or long term
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OVER 700 MOLD ING STYLES  FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD '
ART SU PPL IES  READYMADE FRAMES OVAL MATS CUT TO ORDER  

GIFTS ORIGINAL ENGRAVINGS & L ITHOGRAPHS PR INTS

HOURS
10AM* 5PM DAILY EXCEPT TUES. & THURS. 10AM 8PM  

SAT.- 9 A M -  6PM

IVOO WEST 34TH AT JEFFERSON • CALL: 451-3045
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T O U R IN G . Compte 
hensive tours of Israel 
designed to expose the 
participant to israel s 
history, geography 
people culture and life 
style

ARTS Summer work­
shops in Drama Cham 
b er  Mus i c ,  Art  and Folk 
Dancing, taught by pro 
fessionats Includes 
touring, seminars cul­
minates m Jerusalem 
Art F es t iv a l

R E L I G I O N :  D iscover 
Israel through a re li­
gious work study pro­
gram. or a semester a? 
Ramot Shapiro ( B a r  nan 
U ausp } o r w o r k in g  
with new R u s s ia n  im­
migrants

.1
K IB B U T Z  Live and 
work rn Israel s unique 
social com m unal sys­
tem Includes tou ring  
in tens ive  H ebrew  Ol­
ean. etc S h o r t  or long 
term

C A R EER  PLACEM ENT
israel has a need for 
professionals Our offices 
will counsel and assist 
in placing you. depend­
ing on your Qualifica­
tions & demand m israel

EDUCATION Summer 
sem e s te r , year or com­
plete undergraduate 
graduate programs at 
Israeli Un ivers ities 
Financial aid available 
for some programs

8
H EA LT H  S E R V IC E S
Openings available for 
medical professionals 
We ll help io u  finish 
your education and find 
employment in israel

IO
JEW ISH STUDIES
One year work study 
program at World Union 
of Jew ish Students Ins! 
in Arad 6 mos study 
and 6 mos working in 
your profession (Place 
meets arranged)

ISR A EL  PRO G RA M  C EN TER  
515 Park Avenue 
N e w  York N Y 10022  
{2121 751 6 0 7 0

Please send me further information about the 
following programs (circle)
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YOUR R EA SO N  Ga­
rin  W e ll h e lp  you 
create your own com­
munity rn Israel kib­
butz m osbav city 
whatever you want

1 2 3

NAME

ADDRESS

5 6 7 IO l l  12

STATE

515 Park Avenue, New York, N Y. 10022

pmunmi center

A A  I  m r  r r n i z  n  4 II V  T f Y  A M  P a n p  S


