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Minority votes valuable
I f form er U .S . Sen . S .I. H ayakaw a, R -C alif., 

has his w ay, only English -speaking  citizens 
will be able to vote in this co u n try 's  e lec­

tions. A founder of C alifornians for Ballots in 
English , H ayakaw a also su pports th e proposed 
constitutional am end m ent to m ake English  the 
official language of the U nited States.

If the am end m ent is passed , it could lay the 
groundw ork for the deletion  of the bilingual 
provision in the V oting R ights Act of 1965. Evi­
dently  th at's  w here H ayakaw a is h ead ed . His 
group has acquired 626,321 signatu res to qu ali­
fy for an initiative m easure to end bilingual bal­
lots and voter inform ation m aterials in the state 
of California.

H ayakaw a and su p p orters of the proposed 
am end m ent said bilingualism  th rea ten s the u n ­
ity of the nation. C anada, Belgium  and India 
are pointed out as exam ples of co u n tries hurt 
by bilingualism .

W hat the am end m en t w ould really do is d is­
crim inate against various m inority  voters. In 
states such as T exas, that is a significant 
am ount of the voting citizens.

And m inority  voters already have a hard 
enou gh tim e of it. A suit has been  filed in 
G eorgia charging  that sta te 's  voter registration 
rules as violating constitu tional gu aran tees and 
the V oting  R ights A ct. S im ilar su its are to be 
filed in A rkansas, C olorad o, C on n ecticu t, F lor­
ida, Louisiana, M ichigan , N ew  H am pshire and 
Virginia by the end of the m onth . T h e coalition 
of voters' rights groups beh ind  th ese actions 
argues that u nreg istered  voters m ake up 35 
percent o f the voting-age p op u lation . They are 
p redom inantly  m inorities, poor, u neducated , 
disabled and elderly  w ho are unable to vote 
because of law s restricting  registration .

States su ch  as C alifornia and Texas have b i­
lingual ballo ts, m aking it easier for the m inority 
popu lations to vote. T h is m u st not be changed.

O ur nation  prides itself on being a m elting- 
pot of races w ith a rich and diverse cultural 
heritage. N ative English  sp eaking  is not a crite­
rion for social con tribu tion . All of our citizens 
need to be heard . T h a t's  called "d em o cra cy ."

—  M . Lee K ite
—  A nne tte  D av is

Fix electoral procedure
T here is a seriou s need  to ch an g e the way 

the m ajor parties nom in ate their p resi­
dential cand id ates. A fter en d u rin g  the 

seem ingly  en d less o n slau gh t of prim aries and 
cau cu ses, it is difficult to th ink  of a m ore back- 
handed  and inane w ay to pick a p resid ent.

For o n e th ing, the p rocess takes too long. 
T he prim ary season  began  in earn est a full 
e ight m onths before the N ovem ber election, 
and the public w as nearly  straw -polled  to 
death  for a year before that. In cu m ben t presi­
d ents involved in the prim aries becom e legisla­
tively paralyzed for alm ost a year to avoid los­
ing votes.

For an oth er th ing, prim aries are so spread 
out over a period of tim e yet concentrated  in 
certain "su p e r-d a y s" that there is a d isp rop or­
tionately  sm all nu m ber of voters w ho m ake 
any real im pact. A handful of voters in New 
H am pshire and Iowa are able to w hittle the 
presidential field to tw o or three cand id ates for 
each party. By the tim e larger states such as 
Texas and C alifornia get a chance to vote, the 
decision is essentially  already m ade.

Finally, the system  for allocating delegates

bears little resem blance to the will of the elec­
torate. G ary H art w on the non-bind ing  W is­
consin  prim ary but lost the W isconsin  cau cu ses 
soon after that. W alter M óndale has m ore than 
50 p ercent of the d elegates w hile he has ob­
tained a significantly  sm aller share of the popu ­
lar vote in the prim aries. Som e d elegates have 
com e at the exp en se of the Rev. Jesse  Jackson , 
w hose popular vote strength  is underrated  in 
his d elegate totals; it is an issu e he prom ises to 
raise at the national con ven tion .

C learly, there are alternatives. It would prob­
ably be too m uch to ask to end the tim e-hon­
ored A m erican tradition of political con v en ­
tions; it w ould be better to select four or five 
regional prim ary days, p erhap s a w eek apart, 
and to m ove them  m uch closer to the N ovem ­
ber election. D elegates should  be strictly allo­
cated on the basis of the popular vote. This 
way, m ore voters w ould have a w ider choice; 
popular sovereignty  w ould be reflected ; and an 
incum bent candidate is better able to take care 
of bu siness during an election  year.

—  Evan O sborne

' h e y , g u e s t w h a t ! i can s e e n c n e m b e r 6 ¡*o w  uph e ñ .

Defense policy paranoid
T here you go again, Ronnie. 

Once again you sucker the 
U.S.S.R. into responding to 

an initiative; once again they go for 
it; once again you drop bricks on 
their head.

Please, Ronnie, none of that inno­
cent, hurt look. You went all over 
Europe pledging to talk with the 
U.S.S.R. "anywhere, anytime, on 
any subject." And then, when they 
offer to unilaterally continue a vol­
untary moratorium on their antisa- 
tellite tests, and propose talks to 
ban such weapons, you brush them 
off. Do you know what that makes 
you, Ronnie? A hypocrite. Just like 
you always call those evil Soviets.

Your response has so far been 
something along the lines of "un- 
verifiable" or "leaves the United 
States at a permanent disadvan­
tage."

You know, Ronnie, it's a good 
thing that the average U.S. citizen is
ignorant of defense policy, because 
if he wasn't he'd see what garbage 
you're throwing up. For one thing, 
the United States is much more de­
pendent on satellites than the 
U.S.S.R. The Soviet Union and its 
major allies are one big landmass. 
They don't need satellites. The 
United States must keep in touch 
with Europe, the Phillipines, Aus­
tralia, Japan, plus all its fleets. It's in
our own best interest to limit anti- 
satellite testing.

Second, about this "verifiable" 
business: how do we know that the 
Soviet Union has an anti-satellite ca­
pability in the first place? Because 
we saw them test it. Even I remem­
ber that — it was written up in
Newsweek.

Third, the Soviet anti-satellite ca­
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pability is pathetic. Our most im­
portant satellites are in geosynchro­
nous orbit. That means they're over 
one spot of earth at all times. 
They're also more than 22,000 miles 
above it. The Soviet killer satellite 
can get satellites at most a few hun­
dred miles above the earth right 
now. Why do we want to fuel an­
other arms race that will enable 
them to test weapons to reach out 
and get our most important satel­
lites?

Even Howard Baker, leader of 
your party in the Senate, wants you 
to cool things off. Why don't you?

Because, Ronnie, you never met a 
weapon you didn't like. You listen 
too much to your generals and ad­
mirals, whom we pay to be para­
noid. You are just plain terrified of 
the U.S.S.R. You put your trust in
weapons, and that makes you a 
foolish old man. You're pushing for 
military superiority that can never 
again be attained — because now 
the U.S.S.R. has as big a military 
machine as we do and can waste as 
much money as we can.

Some in your administration ad­
vocate bringing the Soviet economy 
to its knees by forcing them to 
spend more than they can afford to 
on arms. That just goes to show 
how little you know about the Sovi­
ets. Do you seriously think that tak­

ing shoes, and food, and washing 
machines away from Soviet citizens 
will cause them to rise up in revolt? 
Consider: in World War II, Ameri­
cans did without gasoline, bacon 
and rubber, held scrap-iron drives 
and collected grease. Soviets died of 
starvation by the millions. They 
moved whole cities across moun­
tains. If the communist government 
tells its people to tighten their belts 
another notch for national defense, 
they'll do it for Holy Mother Russia 
and we'll go broke before they do.

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, 
Ronnie, think: when was the last 
time you saw an American stereo 
receiver? An American SLR camera? 
An American video casette recor­
der, for gosh sakes? Not in a long 
time, and I'll bet my paycheck on 
that. Why not? I'm not sure, but I'll 
venture a guess, based on a person­
al experience: Every engineer and 
computer scientist that I know 
works for a defense contractor. In­
stead of designing faster responses 
for Walkman tape players, they're 
designing MX guidance mecha­
nisms. The price of empire can t al­
ways be measured in dollars and 
cents.

You're willing to squander the na­
tional treasury' to feel safe for a few 
years behind a thicket of missiles 
and guns. Well, let me ask you this. 
When those missiles and guns get 
old and rusty , what am I going to 
use to feel safe? I won't have any 
money. You're spending it all now.

Just one more question for the 
man who gave us "The Year of the 
Bible": what's that verse about liv­
ing by the sword?

Parma is a Daily Texan columnist

Olympic official-ness confuses American lives
I have a grave reservation about 

official consumer goods. Prod­
ucts that go around calling 

themselves "official" quickly devel­
op an inflated idea of their own im­
portance, as the following story will 
illustrate:

A few weeks ago my friend Mit- 
gang and I were about to attack our 
pastrami sandwiches one lunchtime 
when Mitgang reached for the mus­
tard and noticed a strange reaction 
from his sandwich.

"D o I need a change of eyeglasses 
or did my sandwich just wince?" he 
asked.

It had winced all right. I had often 
seen a pastrami sandwich make a 
man double up with heartburn, but 
I had never seen a man make a pas­
trami sandwich wince.

"Let me try," I said, opening my 
own sandwich and applying a
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dense coat of mustard.
"Your pastrami is recoiling!" 

cried Mitgang. "I'll bet if you put on 
another layer of mustard it would 
double up with heartburn."

"M itgang," I said, "are we here to 
eat pastrami, or are we here to 
avenge old wrongs?"

"You are right," he said. "Let's 
eat."

We started, then stopped. "Is this 
the dullest pastrami you have ever 
tasted?” I asked.

"It is not just dull," said Mitgang, 
"It is long-winded, pompous . . . "

" ...  and assertively authorita­
tive," said I, "and what's more . . . "

" ... exactly," said Mitgang. "It 
tastes like pastrami that would not 
waste its time returning your phone 
call."

Naturally we complained to the 
waiter. "W hat do you expect?" he 
explained. "That's the official pas­
trami of the 1984 Olympic Games. 
"Make a pastrami official, right 
away it's carrying on like it's a dep­
uty assistant to the assistant depu­
t y ”

"But why did it wince and re­
coil?" asked Mitgang. "Official 
human beings don't wince and re­
coil; all they do is implement, coor­
dinate, confer, announce, report, 
supplement and finalize."

"Pastram i is different from

human beings. It s more sensitive to 
its social position," said the waiter. 
"You probably put it too close to the 
pickles. Watch this . . . "

He put a pickle on Mitgang's 
sandwich. The sandwich shuddered 
violently.

"That pickle" said the waiter, "is 
not the official pickle of the 1984 
Olympic Games."

Then obviously the mustard also 
lacked officiality? Yes, said the wait­
er. Naturally, the delicatessen had 
hoped to serve nothing except the 
official deli comestibles of the 1984 
Olympic Games and, so had sub­
mitted its mustard, as well as its pic­
kles, lox, cheesecake, cream soda, 
pastrami, corned beef, salami and 
cole slaw dressing for official status.

Only the pastrami got past the of­
ficial receptionist of the 1984 Olym­
pic Games and into the official offi­

cializing room of the 1984 Olympic 
Games where official officials of the 
1984 Olympic Games were engaged 
in the official officializing.

The mustard, pickles, lox, cheese­
cakes, cream soda, corned beef, 
salami and cole slaw dressing were 
told to wait in the official waiting 
room of the 1984 Olympic Games' 
official bureaucratic maze of the 
1984 Olympic Games.

Complaints did no good, the 
waiter said. "The official officializ- 
ers of the 1984 Olympic Games were 
overwhelmed bv the task of official­
izing the official egg noodles, offi­
cial book matches, official rubber 
heels, official floor wax and official 
dental floss of the 1984 Olvmpic 
Games, as well as the official

"Enough already!" cried Mitgang. 
"Just remove the official pastrami 
and bring us the nonofficial salami

and eggs."
It was delicious. Back at the off­

ice, doubled up with heartburn, I 
crawled to the candy dispensing 
machine to seek relief from mv fa­
vorite junk food — a certain choco­
late-covered peanut. Tearing franti­
cally at the wrapper, my hand 
suddenly froze as my eye lit upon 
new and unfamiliar printing on that 
familiar beloved package.

It said, "Official snack food l c,84 
Olympic G am es." I would have 
gulped the candied peanuts any­
how, but in a moment of lucidity I 
realized that gulping would bring 
them into immediate contact with 
eggs and salami that were not the 
official eggs and salami of the 1984 
Olvmpic Games. I didn't want any 
wincing and' recoiling going on — at 
least until I could get undoubled up.
1 1984 The New York Times

Firing Line
Prostitution immoral

When I began reading Annette 
Davis' article (Daily Texan, June 8) I 
thought it didn't agree with its title: 
"Legal Prostitution Sensible." Davis 
was pointing out the problems with 
prostitution in Austin, some solu­
tions and why they haven't been 
implemented, and the sexism in­
volved in arrests. She then tried to 
show that laws and morals are caus­
ing the problems of prostitution.

First, she said those against pros­
titution use word games. "It 's "  de­
scribed by a "dirty word" and "the 
difference is that naughty word." Is
she trying to tell us that the only 
reason prostitution is looked down 
upon is because of its label? Then 
she argues that the acts are "nor­
m al," "natural" and that they are 
the same "games played in 'respect­
able' sexual arrangements." I don't 
see anything normal, natural or re­
spectable about having sex with 
several people in one evening for 
pay.

Next she tried to tell us that a 
prostitute trains her body to per­
form just as an athlete does. I don't 
believe that prostitutes spend years 
of exercise and practice to get ready 
for their life work.

Davis argued that legalization 
would lower the crime rate and 
solve the problems of prostitution. 
What better way to lower the crime 
rate than to write the crime off the

books? Has humanity lowered itsel
to the point where making love ca
be degraded to selling sex and the
called moral?

Davis argues that lawmakers im
pose their "so-called morality" o
society and that they have no righ
to "foist their dated morals on th
rest of society." Is she trying to im
pose her idea of morality or lac
thereof? I apologize for havin
standards. What about you, Davis?

Daniel A. Muno
Communication senio

Liberal bias detected
Bob Lusk's letter (Firing Line

June 13) was correct in stating tha
the liberal press ignores the massiv
persecutions currently going on i
Nicaragua but denounces anti-com
munist efforts to restore political 
freedom. When it comes to judging 
foreign nations, liberals in the Unit­
ed States use a blatant double stan­
dard. Atrocities committed by anti­
communists are seized on by most 
U.S. liberals as evidence of the 
"m urderous" nature of all anti-com­
munist nations.

In Nicaragua, the communist 
Sandinista government is brutally 
oppressing that country's Mesquito 
Indians. The 100,000 Mesquitos had 
lived peacefully in northwest Nicar­
agua until the Sandinistas took over 
in 1979. Mesquito lands were taken 
by the government. Their top lead­

Faculty should teach
We hear a lot these days about 

the "impact and significance" of fac­
ulty endowments, and President 
Flawn tells us that a state university 
can't "maintain a distinguished fac­
ulty" unless such endowments sup­
plement "state-appropriated funds" 
for the faculty's salaries.

Then how does a state university 
maintain a distinguished faculty for 
the required courses in English, 
which everyone tells us are in a 
dreadful crisis? Those courses are 
still largely taught by graduate stu­
dents and lecturers, some of whom

aren't even hired until after classes 
have begun, most of whom carry 
heavy work-loads at low salaries, 
without fringe benefits and with no 
hope of tenure.

If a cushy job is defined as one 
which leaves the professor "almost 
completely free for research" (Tex­
an , June 13), how many holders of 
the University's hundreds of en­
dowed positions are going to teach 
its thousands of undergraduates? 
How many freshmen ever even see 
a professor of English? If the Uni­
versity is the shape of things to 
come, then ordinary Texans had 
better get ready to be peasants.

Jam es S ledd  
English departm ent

Nam. The situation now, since that 
horror, is much more serious and 
requires much more insight than 
even the most qualified to be presi­
dent, Walter Móndale. We were 
foolish to vote his partner out of off­
ice, and more foolish to support the 
moves that Reagan has made in 
both Central America and the Mid­
dle East, as well as in the SALT ne­
gotiations and the European the­
ater. This is not the place for a 
nuclear war. They kill millions of 
people in a matter of minutes. I'm 
not the most gifted of statesmen, 
but I have common sense that was 
dnlled into my head by a father 
who taught me the value of human 
life and of peace in a very violent 
and thoughtless world. In 1955, as 

n Air Force cadet, he wrote his the­
is on "Aerospace Power and Dy­

namic Peace," an outline of disar­
mament in a nuclear world, and a 
ealistic appraisal of what a person 
ike Kennedy could accomplish, giv­
n enough time. It sickens me and 

makes my respect for the concepts 
ehind our military forces dissipate. 

Now, my father and I argue a lot 
bout the world's affairs, only be­
ause both of us understand how 

painfully close we are to total an­
nihilation of the world we so des­
perately love.

Catherine O'Neill 
UT staff

Firing Line policy
The Texan prints a number of 

Firing Line letters daily, as space 
permits. All letters are subject to 
editing for clarity and space, and 
for Texan style.

Letters should be typed double­
spaced and written concisely. A 
250- word limit will be enforced. 
Columns from the readers must fall 
into the 600- to 800-word range. Au­
thors may review their submissions 
after editing, before publication.

All submissions should include 
the author's name, address, phone 
number and classification. Identifi­
cation will be checked for every­
one's protection.

No submission is guaranteed 
publication. Letters will not be 
published if they contain libel, 
malice and/or personal attacks. Let­
ters on a subject the editors consid­
er exhausted will not be published.

Letters must be signed. On the 
rare occasions the editor deter­
mines that anonymity is necessary 
to protect the author from personal 
danger, the name will be withheld.

Letters may be hand-delivered tc 
the Texan offices in the basemeni 
of the Texas Student Publication* 
Building, 25th Street and Whiti* 
Avenue. The mailing address is Fil­
ing Line, d o The Daily Texan
Drawer D, UT Station, Austin, Tex­
as 78713.




